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Lesson 85. The monkey and the carpenter

Houses on the hillside Walter B. Harris, Tafilet (London, 1895)

[HE MONREY AND THE CARPENTER

C1 begins with the morphology B2 left aside: four-consonant verbs that sound like

what they do (zelzel, shake; ferfer, flutter) and colour verbs (7mar, go red). And with

a monkey who pokes his nose where it doesn't belong.

Conjugate four-consonant verbs.
Form their reflexive with t-.
Use Form IX for colours and changes in appearance.

Read a Kalila wa Dimna fable without pre-teaching.

I TWENTY-FOUR WORDS

Quadriliterals, colour verbs and the vocabulary of the fable. Several words imitate the sound of
what they name.

Four consonants With t-
terjem o om tzelzel J,o,g
to translate P=p to tremble; be shaken )J »
Four consonants: t-r-j-m. Reflexive t-.
kerkeb o Z:2 tkerkeb o Z.28
to roll (something) : )5 to roll =)
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zelzel J;, l-weswas < all
to shake )J ) obsession; nagging worry » 9"
Reduplicated: z-1-z-1.
ferfer s
to flutter; wag )9)9
WESWES o — o =
to whisper; obsess 9
z-zelzal J|:°~? |
earthquake )J )J
Form IX: colours The fable
7mar a2 l-qgerd o 2
to go red ) monkey '\’)QJ !
Form IX.
n-nejjar 23
£ carpenter )=
siar o 7; o
to go pale; turn yellow )
I-khshba A&l
plank; log
byad < B%;
to go white; grey SR
l-wted ssal
wedge 9J
k7al JI’ o
to go black o o
sh-shqq x|
Khd split; crack
ar o
o523
to turn green ) sh-shetba . 9
tail g !
Poking your nose in
dekhkhel rasu 3l LJ-;FS
to poke one's nose in )
“To put one's head in”.
ma-shghlush s 323 1
none of his business HI
I-fudul (_J 2 4l
nosiness 903]
tt3aqeb o 213
g Casles

to be punished
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i
LTS I; THIS LESSON ONLINE
T ol ol

bl =W = learningdarija.com/en/course/85/

2 FOUR CONSONANTS AND A GOLOUR

Four lines of the fable in Darija. Find the odd verbs: how many consonants do they have?

1 0391@3 b b aala (08 5 gl JA3 358l

l-gerd dekhkhel rasu f shi Taja ma-shghlush

3 SNES

zelzel l-wted 7Ttta khrej

2 185 b og2s jlas

sfar wejhu mlli ttshedd

s ? S T %o °_ 9
4 o % © oAO0AO ° I
b 39355 Cls)

I-kelb kayferfer b shetbtu

WHCH VERB REPEATS A SYLLABLEY HOW DOES DARIJA SAY “HIS FACE WENT PALE"?

The rule

Quadriliterals: four consonants, conjugated like Form II: terjem, kayterjem, mterjem.

Many are reduplicated and sound like what they do: zelzel, ferfer, weswes.

With t- in front: reflexive or passive: tzelzel, “tremble”; tterjem, “be translated”.

Form IX: colours and visible change, one verb: 7mar, “go red”; sfar, “go pale”. Past:

Tmarit, Tmart. Present: kay7mar. Usual subjects: face, hair: 7mar wejhu, byad rasu.
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Rare forms

Form

Say it

Means

— papis — pap

pags

terjem — kayterjem —

mterjem

translate — translates —

translated

Jip < J

zelzel — tzelzel

shake — tremble

laidd CI35 steb

t-tiyara tzelzlat f s-sma

the plane shook in the air

»
cqoqa°Z. oo I
)£ S »

t-teyr kayferfer

the bird is fluttering

3okl iz

kerkeb l-kura

roll the ball

2ol 9453 jlos

Tmar wejhu b I-7eshma

he went red with embarrassment

o
o2 I
O

sfart mlli sem3at I-khbar

she went pale when she heard the

news

Pl 9l

rasu byad

his hair's gone white

Rows 6-8: one Form IX verb where English uses “go” + colour.

What English gives you, and what it costs

Free: “redden”; “whiten”, “blacken”: English has one-word colour verbs too, just used less.

Free: “zigzag”, “flip-flop”, “tick-tock” English reduplicates for sound and motion too.

Costly: “go red”. wella 7mer is understood but sounds translated.

Your mistake, not someone else's

5885 jo> o

“He became red”, with wella.

Looking for “went”, you find wella, “become”. For colours, Darija has its own verb.

“He went red”.

Only for colours and physical traits. Elsewhere, wella is still fine.
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3 THE MONKEY AND THE GARPENTER

A complete fable from Kalila wa Dimna, told by the jackal Kalila as a warning to his brother:
meddle in what isn't yours and you'll end up like the monkey. At the end, the next sentence of
the text, with a classical quadriliteral: yubasbisu, “wags its tail”.

G ol wld oo gid B Jaidly Jaill g AES
JEI oo 381 Lol

Gha 185 sl 1555 § Igas) 1aLIB J6 Sy gls sy s

—(fs s _OET —ol= Py o =8 e O Voo
S axadls (lgile CSlj 505 ((pilsg

ELbA) s caldd o il s By il plES el pad b3 BN G| B
bl Jid dgdss ugll Jd 458 J22g

@D @

asle Bads B8 casle GBI 516 gl £ 55 (BRI 6 g3 Jisd

% - S

233 (o ol Bo AT Al (o JBU Go 3T s (ld

£

Spnsll 58 Fa asl, pwas Al Gl sE L.

Kalila wa Dimna: the monkey and the carpenter

Ibn al-Mugaffa‘, Kalila wa-Dimna (s. VIII), «El mono y el carpintero» y la frase siguiente del mismo capitulo.

Texto de ar.wikisource.org con cortes marcados |...]; vocalizacion de Learning Darija. dominio publico

Did you follow?

1. What was the carpenter doing?
2. What did the monkey do when he left?
3. What happened to him?

4. What was worse for him?
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4 CHECK

1 Conjugate

The verb in the form asked for.

(Jp48s) pas -
(jol= i92) 5558 .

(2l (b) jlax .

2 Match

Verb to what usually goes with it.

! jla jll g jaid
2 jlas asudaalls
’ Pl AN
! Jiy Sghl
i 53 b

3 True or false?

According to the fable.

1. The carpenter was sitting on the plank.
2. The monkey helped the carpenter.
3. The monkey's tail got trapped.

4. The carpenter did nothing when he came back.
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4 Fill the gap
With a quadriliteral or Form IX verb.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

aglushal solll slo L .1
L g Jaopdl 2
Pl s o lggag .3
5 Tell it

Retell the fable in Darija in six sentences, with two verbs from the lesson.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I



